BURTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the monthly meeting held in the Jubilee Hall, Houghton, and online via
the Zoom videoconferencing platform, on
Wednesday 5" November 2025, 7pm.

Present: Clirs Robin Howells, Peter Griffiths, Derek Jones, Fiona Hart,
Laurence Price, Michelle Campbell, John Evans; Peter Horton (Clerk).

Apologies
C’lIrs Ian Thomas, Vicky White, Scott Sinclair, Danny Young

Declaration of known interests
None.

Opportunity for public representation on tabled agenda items
None.

Approval of minutes of October 2025 monthly meeting
The minutes were approved (proposer C’llr John Evans, seconder C’llr Robin Howells).

Matters arising

Burton Ferry Community Garden. No progress reported on obtaining a gardener.
Highway issues. No response received to date following repeated request for site
meeting.

Ash tree, Main Road. No further contact received from P.C.C. to date.

Overhanging growth at junction of Ashdale Lane. No response received from P.C.C.
to date.

Area around Houghton bus shelter. C’llr Laurence Price reported that the grass at this
location remained uncut. Clerk to contact P.C.C. again concerning this.

Plans

Planning consultations received

25/0585/CL - Works sufficient to constitute the lawful implementation of planning
permission 08/1262/PA (Renewal of planning permission 03/0284/PA. Erection of
dwelling); Site Address: Plot adjacent to "Carefree", Ashdale Lane, Llangwm,
Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, SA62 4NU — no comment.

Planning consents notified

25/0433/AD — Advertisement; Site Address: 25, SARDIS, Milford Haven,
Pembrokeshire, SA73 1LY

Correspondence

01) Local resident — Concerns about alleged planning breaches at Kiln Park — noted.

02) Hywel Dda Health Board — Response to queries about services at Withybush
Hospital, etc. — noted.

03) Local resident — Concerns about proposed solar farm at Freystrop, and possible
transport-related consequences for the Burton community — Clerk to contact developer’s
agent to ask for a copy of their C.E.M.P. and transport plan for the construction phase, to
include projected sizes and numbers of vehicles, proposed routes, and anticipated time
period for construction.

04) P.C.C. — Response to message seeking clarification on certain matters connected
with the draft lease documentation for Barnlake — dealt with in agenda item below.
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Accounts

Payments

Easy Websites (direct debit for November) : £ 36-96
Defib Store (ratification of payment for defibrillator pads) : £552-00
F.J. Groundworks (INV-1014) : £180-00
F.J. Groundworks (INV-1008) : £120-00

The above payments were approved by Members (proposer C’llr Robm Howells,
seconder C’llr John Evans).

Discussion of staffing matters (NOTE — this agenda item will be held in private
session, and members of the public will be asked to leave the meeting during
discussion of this agenda item)

After discussion of the issues of concern, Members voiced their support for the Clerk,
and expressed appreciation for the advice offered by him when required. The possibility
of arranging temporary recording of meetings until the minute record had been formally
agreed was suggested as a possible approach to assist with disagreements over the
accuracy and content of the minute record. Clerk to investigate legal aspects of this.

Discussion of arrangements for possible lease of land at Barnlake from P.C.C.
Members were circulated with copies of a Barnlake Wood Review document, and a Tree
Risk-Benefit Management strategy, both prepared in advance of the meeting by C’llr
Scott Sinclair. In addition, legal advice contained in a risk management document
obtained by the Clerk from the insurance company, and responses from P.C.C. to
messages sent in seeking clarification on certain aspects, were also considered by
Members.

In the light of all the information available, Members proceeded to discuss their views
on the project. This focussed on possible legal liabilities, what was known about likely
maintenance costs, and the scope of the scheme in comparison to what had originally
been anticipated. Members expressed concerns that the scheme had grown from what
had originally been understood to be a simple, limited project into something far more
extensive. The liability aspects that would fall on the community council, and potential
costs associated with maintaining the area in a safe way were considered likely to be
beyond the limited scope of the community council to manage in a safe way. In addition,
P.C.C. had clearly advised that the land could not be split, and the lease would need to
be for all of the land indicated, including the woodland area.

Members reviewed in detail the previous resolution passed in September. This had been
an agreement in principle to take on the lease, subject to clarification of outstanding
issues. Members were in agreement that clarification of the outstanding issues had now
been provided sufficiently to enable a final decision to be made. Accordingly, a
resolution was passed not to proceed with the Barnlake project, due to concern over
potential liabilities and costs (proposer C’llr Robin Howells, seconder C’llr John Evans).
C’llr Laurence Price abstained from the vote. All other Members voted in favour. C’llr
Laurence Price commented on the need to ensure that the public right of way was kept
open so it could be used by members of the public, and expressed the view that pressure
may need to be put on P.C.C. over time to ensure that this happened.

Members expressed their sincere gratitude for the work carried out by C’llrs Scott
Sinclair and Laurence Price on the project, and regretted that it had been necessary to
abandon the project. Clerk to write to C’llr Scott Sinclair to pass these comments on to
him. Clerk to also inform P.C.C. of the decision made.
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Discussion of potential actions towards possible re-opening of toilet block at Burton
Ferry

The Clerk reported that no projected running costs had yet been received from P.C.C.
Members discussed the aspects of the private covenant, accessibility issues with the
current facilities in the locality, and potential grant funding sources. Clerk to locate the
covenant if possible, and circulate this to all Members along with the most recent letter
from Star Pubs about the matter. Matter to be placed on December agenda for further
discussion.

Discussion of possible replacement of goalposts at Houghton Playing Field
Clerk to obtain alternative quotes for moveable goalposts, for discussion in the
December meeting.

Discussion of Rights of Way issues in Port Lion

No response had yet been received from the P.C.C. Public Rights of Way officer. The
Clerk had chased this up, and been informed that the officer involved was on long term
sick leave. Clerk to chase up before next meeting, including seeking advice from other
officers if necessary.

Any other business

Car park lighting. C’llr Michelle Campbell mentioned the absence of lighting in the
car park, and expressed concern over the safety aspects of this. Agenda item to be tabled
in December for discussion of the issue.

Highway-related issues. C’llr Laurence Price raised concerns over flooding at various
locations, including along the main road between Houghton and Brompton Park Farm,
and along Rhooseferry Lane. C’llr Derek Jones raised concerns over broken / displaced
kerbstones in Hill Crescent. Agenda item to be tabled in December for discussion of
these issues.

The meeting ended at 8-30pm. Next meeting to be held at 7pm on Wednesday 3™ December
2025.
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